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Sherrington sang with good intention throughout ; but the 
florid school of vocalization to which she has been latterly 
devoting herself at our opera-houses, is scarcely a good 
preparation for the severe music of Spohr; and the 
sustained notes in the upper part of the register were con- 
sequently often unsatisfactory. The beautiful duet, 
" Forsake me not," too, was wanting in that fervency of 
devotion which the character of the music requires ; but 
in the air, "I see a new Heaven," she amply proved the 
possession of powers which a more thorough training in 
sacred music might develop to a highly successful issue. 
Madame Sainton-Dolby sang with her usual effect ; and 
Mr. Cummings gave the whole of the tenor music with 
care and judgment. Mr. Patey sang the bass air, " Thus 
saith the Lord," remarkably well ; and we may safely pre- 
dict, from the excellent manner in which he sustained his 
part in the concerted music, that he will prove a most 
valuable acquisition in Oratorios. Mendelssohn's Hymn of 
Praise formed an admirable contrast to Spohr's work ; 
but this composition is so familiar to the Exeter Hall 
audiences, that no especial notice of the excellent style in 
which it was performed on this occasion is necessary. 
Mr. Sims Reeves was absent, in consequence of a severe 
accident, and his place was most efficiently supplied by 
Mr. Cummings. The other vocalists were Madame 
Lemmens-Sherrington and Mrs. Sidney Smith. Alto- 
gether this was one of the most attractive concerts yet 
given by the Society. 



MONDAY POPULAR CONCERTS. 

The first concert of the season took place on the 16th ult. , 
when Heir Straus was the violinist, leading Beethoven's 
Quratett in E flat (No 10, Op. 74), with an energy and 
freedom of bowing to which he had not accustomed us on 
former appearances. He also played in excellent style 
Beethoven's Sonata in E flat, for pianoforte and violin, 
with Herr Pauer ; and took part in the Pianoforte Quartett 
of Mendelssohn in B minor. Herr Pauer performed 
Mozart's Pianoforte Fantasia in C minor, one of the most 
perfect specimens of the real Fantasia in existence. This 
he played with his usual facility of execution ; but we do 
not agree with him that the Allegro should be taken at 
such a rapid pace. Mozart, unlike Mendelssohn, was 
seldom impetuous ; and this Fantasia is like an impro- 
vization, in which contrast is aimed at rather by a change 
of style than by violent alterations of the tempo. The 
vocalists were Miss Louisa Pyne (who was deservedly 
encored in Mozart's " Vedraicarino"), and Mr. Renwick, 
who, with a fine bass voice, has yet to learn how to 
manage it to the best advantage. At the second concert 
Mr. Charles Halle was the pianist, and Madlle. Florence 
Lancia and Miss Susan Galton the vocalists. 



MUSICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
The seventh season of this Society was inaugurated on 
Wednesday, the 25th ult., by a Conversazione, at St. 
James's Hall, which was extremely well attended. A 
very interesting Concert was given during the evening, 
and several articles of vertu were exhibited in various 
parts of the Hall. We are glad to find that the Society 
is in a most flourishing condition ; and that during the 
approaching Concerts several novelties will be introduced, 
amongst which the most important will be a Symphony 
composed for, and dedicated to, the Society by Ferdinand 
Hiller. 



DUBLIN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 
Gkeat preparations are already being made by the 
Executive Committee for the Musical part of the opening 
ceremony, on the 9th May. The orchestra will be ar- 
ranged after the model of the one at Birmingham. The 
organ, which will be very large and complete, is building 
by Messrs. W. Hill and Son, of London. The number of 
performers will reach 1,000, and the whole will be under 



the direction of Mr. Joseph Robinson. It is intended to 
make the music, on this occasion, as great a success as it 
was at the opening of the first Irish Industrial Exhibition 
at Dublin, on the 12th May, 1853. Vocalists are to be 
invited and selected from the choirs in Liverpool, Man- 
chester, Bradford, Leeds, Birmingham, and other towns 
and districts within easy travelling distance of Dublin. 

The first Conversazione of the " College of Organists" 
took place on Tuesday, the 17th ult., at the Freemasons' 
Hall, Great Queen Sheet, when a Concert was very ex- 
cellently performed before a large number of the friends 
and supporters of the new Society. We should have 
been pleased to see that the entertainments provided had 
been selected with more especial reference to the objects 
of the College; but we presume that the design of the 
promoters of the Conversazione was simply to assemble 
a number of professors and amateurs together, so that the 
state of progress of the Society might be brought promi- 
nently before them. By the published Report, we 
perceive that there are nearly 150 members : that two 
prizes of ten guineas each for original compositions have 
been offered ; and that for these prizes ninety works have 
been received, and are under examination. If anything 
can be done by this society to raise the status of organists 
— a consummation which pre-supposes that the clique 
feeling, which has been the ruin of so many musical 
undertakings, can be kept out of it — we need scarcely 
say that we wish the College of Organists every success. 

We are glad to find that Signor Roherti's Mass, in E 
minor, has lately been performed, with full orchestral 
accompaniment, at St. Marie's Catholic Church, Sheffield, 
where it met with the most unqualified success. The 
same composer's Psalms 109 and 112, and his " Magni- 
ficat," have also been given at St. John's, Islington. 

We understand that Master Willie Pape, who has 
already appeared before the Royal family, by command 
of the Prince of Wales, has received an invitation to 
play at the Tuilleries before the Empress of the French. 

It is with sincere regret that we have to record the 
death of Miss Masson, whose zeal and untiring energy in 
the cause of good music was so little known, because so 
little forced before the pnblic. Those who only knew 
her artistic worth could scarcely judge how much she 
was loved and respected out of that professional circle 
which confines so many within its narrow limits. As a 
vocalist, her reading was that of a refined and intellectual 
artist. A valuable collection of classical vocal music 
was edited by her many years ago ; and in proof of her 
good feeling towards her sister professors, we may mention 
that she was the founder of the Royal Society of Female 
Musicians, and its honorary Treasurer to the day of her 
death. 

The decease of the Rev. Robert Sarjeant, M.A., Rector 
of the parish of St. Swithin, Worcester, which took place 
in December last, will be painfully felt, not only in those 
private circles where he was so long and justly esteemed, 
but in the committee of management for the Triennial 
Musical Festivals, of which it may be said he has been for 
many years the animating spirit. Of six of these re- 
unions, extending from 1848 to 1863 inclusive, we may 
almost say that the arrangements rested entirely with Mr. 
Sarjeant ; and considering that the preparations for these 
musical gatherings are usually commenced at least a 
year beforehand, it may be imagined how much real 
labour was thrown upon his hands. In every respect, 
however, both as a musician and a gentleman, he was 
eminently fitted for the task ; and his loss will be deeply 
felt by those who have so long relied upon his sound 
judgment and unwearied exertions. 

Mb. G. T. Hills gave a new entertainment, entitled 
" A Musical Ramble," at the Literary Institution, Pimlieo, 
on the 23rd ult. Vocal illustrations by Miss Marion 
Ray, Miss Agnes and Master G. Hills. 

A selection of sacred music was given in the Com- 
mercial Road Chapel, on Monday evening, the 16th ult., 
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on behalf of the fund for liquidating the debt on this 
place of worship. The programme contained selections 
from The Messiah, Creation, Elijah, Judas Maccabcms, 
Mozart's Twelfth Mass, &c. &c. The soloists were Miss 
Thurloe, the. Misses Teede, Mrs. Southwood, Mr. W. 
Garrad, Mr. Edwin Potter, and Mr. J. G. Bowler, assisted 
byachoirof sixty voices, conducted by Mr. J. R. Chapman. 
Mr. W. S. Young was announced to sing some solos, but 
was prevented by severe indisposition. Mr. Edwin 
Potter and Mr. Robert Coleman presided at the organ. 

On Monday, the 9th ult., a concert was given by 
Miss Isa Thompson, at the Marlborough-House Grammar 
School, Spa Road, Bermondsey, which was attended by a 
large and fashionable audience. The following artistes 
appeared on the occasion : Miss Mary Ann Potter, Miss 
Annie Howard, Miss Watkins, and Miss Isa Thompson; 
Messrs. E. Bernard. F. Howett, and W. Lawrence 
Tomlins ; assisted by a chorus of nearly fifty voices. 
Conductor, Mr. A. Chipperfield; pianist, Mr. F. Cozens. 

A concert took place at the Vestry Hall, Chelsea, 
on the 16th ult., in aid of St. Mary's Orphanage. The 
artistes were Miss Palmer, Madame Helen Percy, and 
Mr. F. Penna; Messrs. Lazarus, Lidel, Deichmann, 
and J. H. Sheppard. Miss Banks was announced, but 
through indisposition could not appear. The only encores 
of the evening were awarded to Madame Percy, Mr. 
Lazarus, and Herr Deichmann. Herr W. Ganz conducted. 

A new teak's musical entertainment was given on the 
evening of the 10th ult., at Portman Hall, Edgware 
Road, in connexion with the congregation and friends of 
New Church-Street Chapel, under the direction of the 
organist, Mr. T. Norris. The programme consisted of a 
rich variety of songs, duets, choruses, &c, all being 
exceedingly well rendered. Miss C. E. Walker presided 
at the pianoforte. 
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Brief Stiwmarg of ©ottntrg j&ebis. 

Andover. — The Andover Choral Society gave its second 
concert of vocal music on Wednesday, the 28th of Dec, 
in the Town Hall. The programme consisted chiefly of 
glees, madrigals, and part-songs, a few solos and duets 
being introduced in the second part of the concert. The 
whole of the music was admirably sung, and the concert 
was one of the most successful ever given in this town. 
Mr. Snary conducted. 

Beeston. — On Tuesday evening, the 3rd ult., a concert 
of vocal and instrumental music was given in the Boys' 
National School-room. Mr. H. Farmer presided at the 
pianoforte ; Messrs. F. Kirkby and Hayward being the 
principal instrumental performers, and Mrs. Freestone 
the principal vocalist. The programme contained a 
selection of overtures, anthems, instrumental solos, and 
songs by the best composers, all of which were executed 
in a manner which did the performers credit, and gave 
great pleasure to the audience. The proceeds will be 
appropriated to the liquidation of expenses incurred by 
improvements made in the village churchyard. 



Bletchingley. — On Thursday evening, the 29th of 
Dec, Mr. L. S. Palmer gave a concert at the School- 
room. The principal artistes were Mrs. Sydney Smith, Miss 
Palmer Lisle, Mr. Fuller, and Mr. W. Moir. The pro- 
gramme consisted of songs, quartets, glees, See., all of 
which were well rendered. Miss Palmer presided at the 
pianoforte, and Mr. L. S. Palmer conducted. 

Brierley Hill. — A miscellaneous evening concert 
took place in the Wesleyan School.room, on Monday, the 
19th of Dec, in aid of the Ragged School. The vocalists 
were Miss Homer, Messrs. Cooper, Gittings, Homer, 
and Wright. Mr. J. Randle accompanied, and Mr. 
Cooper conducted. 

Buckhurst Hill. — A concert was given on the 18th 
ult., in the' Room adjoining the " Bald-faced Stag." The 
choir consisted of seventeen members selected from 
the Hullah Choral Society, who, under the direction of 
their conductor, Mr. Constantine, executed the part- 
music most efficiently. The principals were Miss Lizzie 
Robertson, Miss Green, Mr. Constantine, Mr. George 
Richardson; and Miss Fanny Howell, pianiste. This 
concert was one of a series of entertainments given for 
the purpose of raising a fund for the erection of a Lecture 
Hall. 

Burslem. — A new Organ, built by Messrs. Foster and 
Andrews for the United Methodist Free Church, was 
opened on Tuesday, the 17th ult., by Mr. Best, of 
Liverpool. The choir, assisted by a number of the best 
vocalists in the neighbourhood, sang several choruses, 
&c, from the oratorios. The vocal part of the concert 
was under the direction of Mr. Aaron Bates. 

Chepstow. — On Thursday evening, Dec. the 29th, 
Mr. C Wilkes, organist of the parish church, gave a 
concert at the Assembly Room. The first part consisted 
of a selection from the oratorios, and the second part of a 
selection of glees, &c. The principal vocalists were 
Miss Pritchard, Messrs. Herbert, Wilkes, and Turner. 
Conductor and pianist, Mr. Wilkes. 

Clun. — The members of the Church Choir, assisted 
by their friends, gave their first amateur concert on 
Wednesday, Dec. the 28th. The programme consisted of 
selections from the works of Handel, Mendelssohn, 
Beethoven, Kreutzer, D' Albert, &c. Mr. R. Bartholomew, 
of Ludlow, was conductor, and Mrs. Covernton, of 
Knighton, very efficiently presided at the pianoforte. 

Depteord. — A concert was given at the Lecture Hall 
by the Concordia Society, on Monday, the 23rd ult., at 
which Miss Lizzie Wilson, Madame Percy, Madame 
Gordon, Mr. S. Walker, Mr. C. Turner, and Mr. George 
Tedder assisted. There were several encores, one being 
a new song, entitled " Be sure," sung by Miss Lizzie 
Wilson in her usual effective style. 

Dublin. — The fourth grand conceit of the St. Andrew's 
Vocal Association took place on the 2nd ult., in the 
Andrean Female School. An excellent selection of music 
was performed ; and we must especially mention the suc- 
cess of the solo singers, Miss O'Meara, Miss Garvie, and 
Miss Carroll, who were all members of the Association. 
The concert, which was for the benefit of the Andrean 
Orphanage, was under the direction of Mr. D. Nolan, 
who was presented with a justly -merited testimonial on 
his appointment to the Galway Model School, and con- 
sequent retirement from the Association. Mr. O'Brien 

presided at the pianoforte with great ability. The 

first concert of the Harmonic Society of St. Cecilia 
for the season, was given on Thursday evening, the 
19th ult., in the Antient Concert Rooms, Great 
Brunswick Street, under very favourable auspices. The 
first part of the programme consisted of Haydn's Grand 
Mass in C, No. 2, which was excellently rendered by a 
full orchestra and chorus numbering over 150 performers. 
The second part consisted of various selections, including 
two pieces (one a chorus, by Bruges, and the other a 
cantata, by Loreto Jaccovacci), with orchestral accompani- 
ment by Mr. Glynn, who conducted with his usual ability. 



